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TO MEN IN SERVICE 


IF YOU ARE now serving with our armed forces or expect to be inducted 
into service, remember that we want ORAL HyGIENE to follow you wher. 
ever you go. To be sure you won't miss an issue, send us your new address 
(and your former one), giving specific details about the part of the 
service into which you have been inducted, and we'll see that you receive 
the magazine regularly. 


DENTAL EXPENSES DEDUCTIBLE 


THE REVENUE ACT of 1942 has been amended to permit deductions to be 
made from net income for dental, medical, and hospital expenses, as long 
advocated by ORAL HycieEneE,' when such expenses exceed 5 per cent of 
the “aggregate net income of .. . husband and wife,” if a joint return is 
filed; or when the expenses exceed 5 per cent of the net income of the 
taxpayer who files a separate return.” 

In the event of a joint return, the “maximum deduction for the taxable 
year shall be not in excess of $2,500 in the case of such husband and wife,” 
When a separate return is filed, the maximum deduction permitted under 
this amendment to the Revenue Act is $2,500 in the case of the head of 
a family, and not more than $1,250 in the case of other individuals. 

The object of this amendment is to relieve the taxpayer to a certain 
extent from being taxed on income that has been previously spent for 
‘extraordinary medical expenses.” 

According to present interpretations of the law, all expenses for the 
“diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease” for all 
members of the family may be considered in the aggregate when deter- 
mining the deduction. Likewise, amounts paid for accident, health, group 
hospital insurance are considered deductible items under this new section 


of the Revenue Act. 


1Bone, Homer T.: Senator Bone Explains Income Tax Bill, Oral Hygiene 27 :1484 (November), 1937. 
“Revenue Act of 1942, H.R. 7378, Public Law 753, Sections 22, 23 and 24. 


BUY WAR BONDS AND STAMPS 








